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The Centre offers a setting for joint 
learning among international research 
fellows and seeks a close dialogue with 
policy-makers, diplomats and repre-
sentatives of civil society. 

Our work is organised in four research 
units: the (im)possibility of coopera-
tion (Unit 1), global conflicts of cul-
ture and transcultural cooperation 
(Unit 2), global governance revisited 
(Unit 3), and paradoxes and perspec-
tives of democratisation (Unit 4).

We focus on the chances for glob-
al cooperation in the 21st century. 
Interdisciplinary research fellows from 
all regions of the world examine the 
opportunities and challenges of global 
cooperation amidst political-cultural 
difference in the world society.

About the Centre

Inauguration Ceremony of 

Käte Hamburger Kolleg / Centre for Global 
Cooperation Research

Participating Institutes

30th October 2012 
At Museum Küppersmühle



Chances for Global Cooperation in the 21st Century

Inauguration Ceremony Programme
On the occasion of its inauguration, the Käte Hamburger Kolleg / 
Centre for Global Cooperation Research takes up its core research 
question as the thematic focus of the ceremony: How could global 
cooperation be achieved amid the attempts to solve the central chal-
lenges of the 21st century?

Based on interdisciplinary and international research framework, the 
Centre examines how cultural premises and dynamics of emerging 
global governance affect global cooperation. For the next six years, 
the goal of the Centre is to explore ideas for a culturally open world 
society and for legitimate world politics.

Honourable representatives of the academia, politics, and administra-
tion are invited not only to celebrate the start of the new Käte Ham-
burger Kolleg, but also to gain an insight into this complex, multifac-
eted research area.

Following the welcome addresses, three keynote speeches will out-
line the work of the Centre from basic research to the reflection of its 
practical implications against the backdrop of political-cultural differ-
ence.

The ceremony will be concluded by two roundtable discussions fo-
cusing on selected problems of global cooperation. The discussions 
feature the directors of the Centre as well as international guests.
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10:20 Keynote Speech II 
 Cooperation – Chances and 
 Limits from a Practitioner’s 
 Perspective

 Former Ambassador 
 Dr. Gunter Pleuger 
 (President of the European  
 University Viadrina / Frankfurt)

10:40 Keynote Speech III 
 New International Coopera- 
 tion Approaches in a Radi- 
 cally Changing Global World  
 Order – Perspectives from  
 India

 Prof. Dr. Upendra Baxi 
 (Senior Fellow, Käte Hamburger  
 Kolleg “Law as Culture”)

11:00 Music

 Take the “A” Train -
 Billy Strayhorn 

 Billie’s Bounce - 
 Charlie Parker
 

12:10 Roundtable II
 The Role of International  
 Justice in the Community  
 of States and in the Realm
 of Societies 
 
 Prof. Dr. Dirk Messner 
 
 Prof. Dr. Tobias Debiel 
 in a dialogue with 
 
 Prof. Dr. 
 Angelika Nußberger 
 (Judge at the European Court of  
 Human Rights)

12:40 Concluding Reception

11:10 Coffee Break

11:30 Roundtable I
 Global Civil Society 

 Prof. Dr. Claus Leggewie 
 in a dialogue with 
 
 Prof. Dr. 
 Abdolkarim Soroush 
 (Iranian philosopher) 
 
 Dr. Navid Kermani 
 (Writer and Orientalist)

12:00  Music

 Now’s the time - 
 Charlie Parker

 Honeysuckle Rose - 
 Fats Waller

08:30 Registration & Welcome Coffee

09:00 Welcome Address

 Prof. Dr. Ulrich Radtke 
 (President of the University of  
 Duisburg-Essen)

09:15 Introductory Remarks

 Ulrich Schüller
 (Head of Department IV Science  
 Systems, The Federal Ministry  
 of Education & Research)  

 Helmut Dockter
 (State Secretary, Ministry of In- 
 novation, Science & Research,  
 North Rhine-Westphalia) 

 Sören Link 
 (Mayor of the City of Duisburg)

09:50 Music by Anna Pittelkau Trio

 All of me - 
 Gerald Marks/Seymour

 Summertime - 
 George Gershwin

10:00 Keynote Speech I
 The Roots of Human 
 Cooperation

 Dr. Daniel Haun 
 (Research Group Leader:  
 Comparative Cognitive Anthro- 
 pology Group, Max Planck  
 Institute for Psycholinguistics /  
 Max Planck Institute for Evolutio- 
 nary Anthropology)

Outline of the Programme
Holding keynote speech I, Dr. Daniel Haun from the Max Planck In-
stitute for Psycholinguistics / Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary 
Anthropology will discuss through a cognitive science perspective, 
whether and to which extent collaborative action is rooted in hu-
mans. 

With his former experience as Germany’s Ambassador to the United 
Nations, Dr. Gunter Pleuger, President of the European University 
Viadrina, will address in keynote speech II the question, at which 
point particular interest could turn the idea of cooperation into genu-
ine commitment in diplomatic practice; and how this behaviour can 
be incorporated or modified. 

In keynote speech III, Prof. Dr. Upendra Baxi, one of the most re-
nowned contemporary Indian legal scholars, will outline new inter-
national cooperation approaches in a radically changing global world 
order. Taking the perspective of a rising economic power from Asia, 
his contribution provides an insight on how and under which circum-
stances a truly global world order may evolve.

The first roundtable will tackle the question: Would global civil so-
ciety evolve by itself? How does this circumstance influence the 
global politics? These questions are to be discussed by Prof. Dr. Claus 
Leggewie (Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities (KWI) in 
Essen) together with the philosopher Prof. Dr. Abdolkarim Soroush, 
one of the leading liberal thinkers of Iran and Navid Kermani, writer 
and orientalist scholar. The discussion will draw the interconnection 
between the existing concept of civil society in the western tradition 
and the socio-political development of the near and middle east. 

The second roundtable discussion focuses on the role of international 
justice in the community of states and in the realm of societies. Prof. 
Dr. Dirk Messner (German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut 
für Entwicklungspolitik (DIE)) and Prof. Dr. Tobias Debiel (Institute for 
Development and Peace/Institut für Entwicklung und Frieden (INEF)) 
will join a debate with Prof. Dr. Angelika Nußberger, Judge at the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights. The debate will focus on judgements 
rendered d by international courts and their impact of on the further 
development of national law. The session will also discuss the contri-
bution and the limitation that jurisdiction could pose on solution of 
global problems.


