
  

 

 

 

49th Käte Hamburger Lecture 

Facing Everybody:  

Political Popularization and Populism in Post-universalist 

Times 

Lecturer: Anna Schober-de Graaf 

Tuesday, 14th February 2023 (18:00-19:30)  

Hybrid Lecture: ONLINE and Käte Hamburger Kolleg/ Centre for Global 

Cooperation Research, Schifferstr. 44, 47059, Duisburg 

Political, public life needs presentation and exposition in order to live, to be able to engage 
in discussion and conflict and to initiate further political action.   In today’s world, images and 
visual stagings often take on the role of creating presence, mediating, setting counter-
positions and expressing political imagination in a variety of ways.  In this context, showing 
faces and bodies is particularly important in addressing the widest possible audience.  In 
tension with this role of visual creations, which always link the universal and the particular in 
a unique and new way, is the fact that the universal has not had an easy time of it since around 
the 1960s. It is deconstructed, accused of legitimising forms of power and domination of 
various kinds and of imposing views as it were by force. The particular, even the singular, is 
placed in the foreground or even celebrated.  

The lecture presents a genealogy and iconology of visual presentations that attempt to 
address “everyone”.  Long lines of tradition as well as ruptures and transformations will be 
presented. Special attention is paid to the role of visual representations in contemporary 
society. This is characterised by the multiplication of political agents of image use and 
distribution, for example on new social networks and populist political parties, in which 
certain particular-universal constructs of the people are brought to bear against an elite. 
Images and visual presentations come into view as media for generating resonance and 
conveying desire and hatred. 

Anna Schober is Professor for Visual Culture at Klagenfurt university. She studied history, art 

history and political theory in Vienna, Frankfurt am Main and Colchester/UK. She was a fellow 

at various scientific institutions such as the IFK (International Research Centre for Cultural 

Studies) Vienna; the Centre for Theoretical Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences, 

University of Essex, Colchester; the Jan Van Eyck Academy in Maastricht, the Kuenstlerhaus 

Buechsenhausen in Innsbruck, Visiting Professor at the University of Verona and Mercator 

Visiting Professor at the Institute of Sociology of the University of Giessen. Main Publications 

are: Ironie, Montage, Verfremdung: Aesthetische Taktiken und die politische Gestalt der 

Demokratie (2009), The Cinema Makers: Public life and the exhibition of difference in south-

eastern and central Europe since the 1960s (2013) and   Popularisation and Populism in the 

Visual Arts: Attraction Images, London and New York: Routledge (Arts and Visual Culture 

Series) 2019 (editor). 

18:00-18:05  WELCOME & INTRODUCTION  

(N.N.) 

 
18:05-19:00  49TH

 KÄTE HAMBURGER LECTURE  

FACING EVERYBODY:  

POLITICAL POPULARIZATON AND POPULISM IN POST-UNIVERSALIST TIMES 

LECTURER: Prof. Dr. Anna Schober-De Graaf 

DISCUSSANT: Prof. Dr. Nicole Doerr 

 
19:00-19:30  Q & A WITH THE AUDIENCE 

 


