
32nd Käte Hamburger Lecture  

Global Injustices and the Ethics of Political Reconciliation 

Wednesday 8th May 2019 (18:00-19:30h)  

Venue: Gerhard Mercator Haus, Lotharstr. 57, 47057 Duisburg 

Initially, the idea of political reconciliation plays an important role in debates on 

transitional justice. It defines a transition process from a state of severe injustice or 

conflict to a state of renewed social peace and cooperation. This understanding is 

based on the precedence of South Africa’s shift from apartheid to democracy and, in 

particular, by the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) in the 1990s. 

Since then, the practice and theory of political reconciliations have been further 

enriched in the aftermath of regime changes, international conflicts and civil wars. 

In the 32
nd

 Käte Hamburger Lecture, partly in continuity and partly in contrast, Prof. Dr 

Henning Hahn applies the normative rationale of political reconciliation to current 

debates on global injustices. His underlying thesis is that the idea of reconciliation fits 

better with the non-ideal circumstances and transcultural challenges in the global 

arena. To this end, Hahn first of all develops a three-dimensional model of political 

reconciliation. He then looks at some of the most obvious forms of international and 

global injustice—such as historical injustice, economic exploitation, and political 

domination. As we will see, a normative theory of political reconciliation provides 

better proposals for feasible global governance measures than do theories of 

corrective, retributive, or distributive justice. Dr Henning Hahn is currently a visiting 

professor at the institute of philosophy, FU Berlin, where he teaches practical 

philososphy. His recent publications include “Political reconciliation at the level of 

global governance” in the Journal of Global Ethics and a monograph on “Political 

Cosmopolitanism: Practicability, Responsibility, Human Rights” [Politischer 

Kosmopolitismus: Praktikabilität, Verantwortung, Menschenrechte].  

Programme  

17:30-18:00 Registration   

18:00-18:10  Welcoming and Introductory Remarks:  

  Prof. Dr Sigrid Quack       

  Professor of Sociology        

  Director, Käte Hamburger Kolleg/ Centre for Global Cooperation  

  Research (KHK/GCR21) 

18:10–19:00 32
nd

 Käte Hamburger Lecture       

  Global Injustices and the Ethics of Political Reconciliation 

 Prof. Dr Henning Hahn                          

Visiting Professor, The institute of Philosophy, FU Berlin  

Discussant:   tba 

Moderator:  tba 

19:00–19:30  Discussion with the Audience   

19:30    End of the Lecture and Get-together   


