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Populism
Populism can be interpreted as a political discourse, as an ideology or as a style. Most definitions converge on emphasizing the
common feature, that all populist movements, parties and leaders construct a difference between a ‘people’ and a (‘corrupt’,
‘illegitimate’ or ‘remote’) elite.
Focusing on the ideological aspect, Cas Mudde defines populism as a ‘thin-centred ideology’, consisting of ‘a restricted core
attached to a narrower range of political concepts’, which can
then be ‘easily combined with very different (thin and dull) other
ideologies, including communism, ecologism, nationalism or socialism’ (Mudde 2004: 544, for references see last page).
Discourse theory allows for a similar understanding of populism
but shifts the emphasis to the antagonistic relation between
‘the people’ and the ‘elite’. Following Mouffe/Laclau, De Cleen
focuses on the strategies that populists use to mobilise people
and simultaneously reinforce dissatisfaction with ‘the elite’ (De
Cleen 2017).
A third approach to populism focuses on its nature as a political
style. Thus Benjamin Moffitt conceptualizes populism as a performative political style opposed to technocratic politics, which,
apart from the appeal to ‘the people’, is characterized by an effort to display ‘bad manners’ (including swearing, display of emotions etc.) and a performance of imminent crisis or breakdown
(cf. Moffitt 2016: 46).

Populism and Global
Cooperation
Based on this focus, which understands of populism as a phenomenon, different aspects about the relationship between populism and global cooperation, nationalism and anti-globalism can
be distinguished.
According to Mudde’s concept of populism as a ‘thin-centred
ideology’, the coupling with exclusionary nationalism produces
one potential variety of populist ideology, which characterizes
what he calls the ‘Populist Radical Right Parties’ (Mudde 2007).
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In De Cleen’s discourse analytical approach, the most
important feature of nationalist varieties of populism is
that the down/up axis which structures populism is combined with an in/out division: the antagonism between
the ‘people-as-underdog’ and the elite is constructed as
one in which the people belong to the nation while the
‘elite’ is a ‘non-national’ group – either because it betrays
the ‘national’ interests of the people by undermining national sovereignty or because it does not belong to the
nation at all. While in left-wing populism (e.g. Podemos
or Syriza) this discourse is only symbolically exclusive
in so far as it excludes the elites from the nation, radical right-wing populism is characterized by the urge to
exclude anyone who is regarded as ‘foreign’ not only on
the symbolical, but also on the material and political level (cf. De Cleen 2017: 351 f.). According to Halikiopoulou et al., in Europe, nationalism is closely associated
with euroscepticism – since nationalists see ‘European
integration [...] as a threat to the autonomy, unity and
identity of the nation. The radical right expresses this
from a predominantly ethnic viewpoint, while the radical
left adopts a predominantly civic perspective’ (Halikiopoulou et al. 2012: 506).
When looking at the relationship between populism and
global cooperation through the prism of narrative analysis, it could be asked, what it is that makes the story
of ‘globalism’ and ‚anti-globalism’ appealing. Trump’s
slogan of ‘Make America Great Again’ already contains
the condensed version of a plot, which is closely linked
with globalization: it conveys the message that certain
hostile forces have made America lose its greatness and
that a ‘hero’ character like Trump is needed to restore
it by consequently applying another prominent motto:
‘America first’. This motto, which also appears in a number of national varieties, is diametrically opposed to one
which was influential around the turn of the millennium:
‘Another World is Possible’. Instead of emphasizing the
unique importance of one state, this slogan expressed
the vision of changing the world as a whole without stopping the process of growing global interconnectedness.

‘Another World is Possible’

‘My country first’
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to go elsewhere, we see no prospects for our
future; but at least we know that we are British, and
we feel pride in that. Therefore, we voted to leave
the EU.

Threatened to leave: WTO, NAFTA, NATO
Furthermore, the US under Trump rejected the Global
Compact on Migration, withdrew support for the Joint
Statement of the 2018 G-7 meeting, and is considering
to massively cut contribution to UN aid programmes.

Narratives of ‘Globalism’ and ‘Anti-Globalism’
In the ongoing debate about how the democratic forces
should handle the rise of populism and contain its power,
one recurring idea is the creation of positive counter narratives and images. Implicitly, this has also been suggested
by Colin Crouch, who argues that ‘the social democratic left
[…] needs to stand on the side of globalization against the
new nationalism; but [...] it must also insist on reforms to
shake the process it is taking’. He then suggests that ‘the
multiple identities available to us in today’s world become
a series of concentric circles, enriching each other and root
ed in a cooperative subsidiarity – or a Russian matryoshka
doll, with successive dolls of different sizes nested comfortably within each other’ (Crouch 2019: 4).
Taking the EU into perspective, German journalist Heribert
Prantl emphasizes the necessity of visions and of a ‘popular image of the future’ of Europe. Prantl criticizes former
EU commissioner Jacques Delors for stating that one cannot ‘fall in love with a common market’ but failing to draw
the consequences – namely to develop more appealing
stories about the EU’s past and positive visions about its
future. This is exactly what the EU institutions try to do,
for example with the ‘New Narrative’ project launched by
the EU Commission in 2013/2014 in an attempt to enhance
the legitimacy of European integration and EU institutions.
However, this top-down and rather uncritical approach has

been criticized as problematic by citizens, and its overall impact has remained very limited (cf. Kaiser 2017).
Against the background of the limited success and potentially paternalistic nature of such attempts, it has been suggested to abandon them altogether. For example, Nikolaus
Jilch points out that Europe wasn’t built on feelings but on
rationality and should therefore not rely on emotions but
rather focus on reason.
Another common criticism of the use of narratives is – as
professor of storytelling and scriptwriter Jørn Precht
points out – that narratives are directly related to a simplification of reality. Already in 2009, Nigerian writer Chimamanda Adichie gave a speech discussing the ‘danger of
the single story’. While Adichie did not criticize the use of
storytelling altogether, she did show that it is vital to realize that there is never a single story: ‘the single story creates stereotypes. And the problem with stereotypes is not
that they are untrue, but that they are incomplete. They
make one story become the only story.’ This is in line with
Wolfram Kaiser’s comment that ‘EU institutions and actors
should perhaps consider whether Europe’s ability to tolerate the pluralism of narratives as a mark of any developed
modern democratic polity could not actually help sustain
the EU’s legitimacy in times of crisis’ instead of trying to
draft a ‘new all-encompassing narrative’ (Kaiser 2017).

Opposition to Globalization and
European Integration
Aufstehen: A European Germany in a united Europe of
sovereign democracies. The European Union should be
a space that protects and facilitates creation, not a catalyst of radical market globalization and the hollowing
out of democracy. European policy needs democratic legitimacy.

Narratives and Politics
At the centre of narrative analysis there are metaphors,
roles and plots. Apart from narrative analysis, active
construction of narratives by activists, institutions and
politicians is on the rise.

The advantage of narrative modes of sense
making lies in their capacity to render complex societal problems plausible, to mobilize
emotional ties, to appeal to collective identity and to develop an engaging language.
From: Gadinger, Jarzebski, Yildiz (2015: 15)

AFD: The aim of German foreign politics should be the
preservation of a sovereign Germany that guarantees the
liberty, rights and security of its citizens. We stand for a
Europe of fatherlands and categorically reject centralist
efforts of the EU.
UKIP: Britain’s foreign policy should be strictly framed
from the view-point of what is in the UK’s national interest. We should not allow ourselves to be swept into war
on someone else’s coat tails.
FPÖ: We are committed to a Europe of historically grown
people and autochthonous communities and strongly reject an artificial cooptation of the diverse European languages and cultures through enforced multiculturalism,
globalization and mass migration.
Donald Trump: America is governed by Americans. We
reject the ideology of globalism, and we embrace the
doctrine of patriotism.

Populist Election Success
Wordwide
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