
A Note on Political Touchiness

Public fi gures regularily enjoy attention of a variety of audiences 

and they are more or less used to live with the feedback they 

receive for their performance. G20 provides the latest varieties 

of the species. Their framing of messages may 

modulate from pronounced, even rude, to 

subtile, sophisticated, between the lines. We 

could speak of political perfomance cultures 

where codes of conduct and decoding are es-

tablished, making communication between sender and receiver 

sucessful, predictable - in short: a tool for political strategy. 

But if the political discourse is centered on personal performance 

it also tells stories of a certain kind. The touchiness of politicians 

develops in the current international ‘climate’, where the re-nati-

onalizing strong man has to fi ght centrifugal forces and this duty 

keeps him exposed. The civil society of his homeland might not 

be as assuring as he may wish. And public dissent could  already 

be ‘a touch to much’ (Here we go magic).

When New York’s ‘Shakespeare in Park’-company produced Julius 

Cesar in June (picture above), making the main characters appe-

arance alluding to the current US-President, there was an outcry 

and some sponsors stepped back. Not surprising, the theatre’s 

director felt a certain urgency to publish a statement. Literate 

commentators came up quickly with what they deemed to be 

much more fi tting (Richard III) - or rather unearned (King Lear) - 

Shakespeare roles in that case. 

Under diff erent circumstances artists would risk much more. It is 

the touchiness of political governance that puts creative people 

at risk and forces them to fi nd detours for their message. Thin-

king of innovation and social cohesion this is likely the opposite 

of productive cooperation: a freezing on many levels.   

Enjoy reading.

Martin Wolf
Head of Public Relations, Centre for Global Cooperation 
Research
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Future Scenarios: partici-
pants grouping at Zeche 
Zollverein in Essen.

Competing Narratives: On the Global Crisis of 
Liberal Narratives
Public convention in Berlin

Against the background of rising illiberalism 
and populism, which new proponents of liberal 
narratives are active and how can they be used 
to defend an open society? During a two-day 
public convention in Berlin, about 200 interna-
tional activists, artists and scholars discussed 
‘Competing Narratives’ (Frank Gadinger), de-
aling with overall subjects like human rights, 
freedom of expression, sexual orientation, or 
the refugee crisis and migration.

At the convention, panel discussions were 
held with Russian political scientist Ekaterina 
Schulman, Hongkong economist Chandran Nair, 
US-american lawyer Michele Goodwin, Indian 
cultural journalist Ranjit Hoskoté, and Ger-
man sociologist Armin Nassehi among others. 
Renowned artists and activists like Nigerian 
Poetry Slammer Efe Paul Azino contributed 
further to the event. The keynote was delivered 
by Leibniz-Laureate Albrecht Koschorke, presu-
mably the most infl uencial theorist on narrati-
on of German language today.

The convention was a joint project of the 
Goethe-Institut, Heinrich Böll Foundation, The 
Federation of German Industries (BDI) and the 
Centre for Global Cooperation Research (KHK/
GCR21) and was initiated by Frank Gadinger 
and Katja Freistein of the Centre. 

http://www.goethe.de/narratives

Future Scenarios of Global Cooperation: 
Practices and Challenges
Masterclass Retreat in Essen

Prediciting, interpreting, and most challenging, 
developing knowledge to change the future, 
are important tasks scientists and others have 
set out to master. During the three days of the 
Centre’s Masterclass, participants explored the 
nexus between modelling and assumptions of 
social change. Global problems, such as clima-
te change, hunger or pandemic diseases, have 
increased the demand for coordination and co-
operation. The Masterclass above all off ered an 
insight into future scenarios from a narrative 
perspective and addressed questions on what 
fi ction and non-fi ction authors tell us about the 
future. Results from this conference will be pu-
blished in the Centre’s Global Dialogues Series. 
A creative atmosphere was further stimulated 
by visualisations of graphic recording artists 
who translated the discussions live into images 
and text.

Käte Hamburger Development Week: 60 Years 
of Development Cooperation During one Week
Two Workshops and 23rd  Käte Hamburger 
Lecture in Duisburg

The ambitious week began with a two-day work-
shop entitled ‘Aid, Norms and the World Socie-
ty’ that dealt with the impact of the neo-institu-
tionalist research agenda on the aid machinery. 
Organised by the Centre’s Senior Fellow Dr 
Liam Swiss, this event brought together resear-
chers from a range of disciplines working on the 
issues of development fi nance, institutions, and 
norms. During highly fruitful discussions, the 
participants debated the needed priorities of 
a new research agenda dealing with aid in the 
world society, the relationship between donor-
ship norms and donor proliferation, or the role 
of aid agencies and other actors.  

The 23rd Käte Hamburger Lecture with Prof. J. 
Brian Atwood, former Chair of OECD/DAC and 
former Administrator of USAID, on the history 
of the DAC‘s development co-operation enter-
prise marked the kick-off  to a second two-
day workshop on ‘The DAC and Development 
Co-operation: Writing History with a Future Per-
spective’. Organised by Gerado Bracho, Associ-
ate Fellow of the Centre and former Mexican 
DAC Delegate, this workshop aimed to probe 
the DAC‘s history as an integral part of the Wes-
tern-led system of development co-operation 
from the end of World War II until the recent 
(re-)emergence of donors that are often syno-
nymous with the developing countries themsel-
ves. The event profi ted from the participation 
of former and current OECD and DAC functio-
naries, who gave fi rst-hand knowledge on 60 
years of development cooperation. 

Damned by Dams – Artefacts of Modernization and Confl icts of 
Transformation

This workshop will address a variety of issues around confl ict and coope-
ration in hydroelectric dam projects. It will particularly focus on the dif-
ferent confl icts of modernization and transformation that emerge in the 
context of these large-scale development projects.

SPECIAL 
Area Studies
Methods in Global Cooperation Research

Area Studies suff er from ‘various epistemic 

borderlines’ (Derichs) and these are closely 

related to the  build-up of a post-WWII ‘wor-

ld order’. The development into an acade-

mic discipline at that time was motivated by 

perceived knowledge defi cits in the West 

with regard to increasingly autonomous 

‘areas’, (soon to be) freed from colonial 

rule. This explains why Area studies have an 

exclusive focus on non-European societies 

but also, why these areas are chosen quite 

arbitrarily in shape and size, from seamingly 

homogenous Japan to a highly diverse regi-

on like Southeast Asia that confi gures diff e-

rent until today, dependent on the colonial 

past of those areas in which Area Studies are 

done. 

But the self-scrutinization of the discipline 

proceeds. Interdisciplinary work between 

specialists of diff erent areas is supplemen-

ted by connecting the research fi eld with 

transdisiplinary perspectives. ‘Culture’ as 

a ‘third space’ or ‘emotional geographies’, 

transnational ‘creative industries’ and ‘re-

ligious geographies’ are objects of study. 

These notions dissolve the demarcations, 

Area Studies were comforable with for a 

long time, while transforming the ‘area’ 

concept anew. ‘Knowledge production’ be-

comes a key driver of identity constructions 

that transcent borders horizontally and ver-

tically, between and inside political entities. 

And there’s the deal: areas of knowledge 

and practice on diff erent scales and the 

(im-)possible joints between those areas 

are promising objects for global cooperati-

on research.  

Prospective Migration Policy 
Scenario building on relations between West Africa and Europe

The Centre in cooperation with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation engages 
in a scenario-building project that wants to scientifi cally ground decision 
making in the political arena. Migration will be scrutinized in a series of 
workshop with the fi nal task to provide policy recommendations on one 
of the most pressing issues for transnational cooperation between Europe 
and African countries in the upcoming years.

Scenarios, diff erent pictures of the future, are an instrument of strategic 
foresight used in politics, business, society, academia, military etc. The me-
thodology applied follows the ‘Shell method‘ with the consecutive stages 
of ‘orientation’, ‘building’ and ‘affi  rmation’. Workshops will be held in Brus-
sels, Berlin and Dakar.

New Fellows and their Research Projects  
at the Centre

Future Scenarios: graphic 
recording;  visuals and ima-
gination are key strategies 
supporting the process.

Käte Development Week:  
J. Brian Atwood after his 
lecture discusses with Liam 
Swiss from the Centre, 
moderated by Alexandra 
Trzeciack-Duval.

Conference ‘Competing 
Narratives’: Centre’s Dr 
Frank Gadinger with Bar-
bara Unmüßig, President 
of the Heirich-Böll-Stiftung 

Dialogue ‘Coming Home 
to Syria’: diverse audience 
due to a cooperation with 
Duisburg’s Adult Education 
Centre (VHS)

Prof. Dr Faten Ghosn

Getting to the Table & 
Getting to Yes: A New 
Outlook on Negotiations

Dr Petra Gümplová

Moral Psychology of 
Resistance in Postde-
mocratic Age

Dr Santino Regilme

Human Rights in the Age 
of Terror

Dr Andrea Schapper

State-Society Interactions 
for Institutionalizing 
Human Rights in Internatio-
nal Climate Treaties

Dr Joe Hoover

Justice in the Global City

Dr Deepshikha Shahi

Indian Philosophical Con-
tribution to Post-Western 
International Relations 
Theory

News and Events Upcoming

Dr Stephen Adaawen

The Challenges of Regional 
Migration and Cooperation in 
Ghana and Nigeria

Dr Pol Bargués Pedreny

Pragmatic Peacebuilding

Prof. Dr Larry Crump

Global Governance Revi-
sited via Three Levels of 
Analysis

Coming Home to Syria: Feasibility and 
Preconditions
7th Käte Hamburger Dialogue in Duisburg

The dialogue panel was framed around the 
question under which circumstances a return 
of Syrian citizens into their country could be 
sustainable, a question triggered by polls that 
show a majority of refugees wishes to return as 
soon as circumstances allow for it. Senior Fel-
low Prof. Faten Ghosn, who conceptualised this 
event, underlined that a strong identifi cation of 
citizens with Syria as a social and cultural heri-
tage is quite developed. After an intense deba-
te with remarkable statements from experts a 
well as from the audience, moderator Michael 
Backfi sch (Funke Media) put the conclusion this 
way: ‘Glimmers of hope notwithstanding, we 
are way far from reconstruction, not to mention 
a peace treaty’.



Global Cooperation 
Research Papers

ISSN 2198-1949 (Print)
ISSN 2198-0411 (Online)

doi: 10.14282/2198-0411-GCRP-[issue]

Global Dialogues 

ISSN 2198-1957 (Print)
ISSN 2198-0403 (Online)

doi: 10.14282/2198-0403- GD-[issue]

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Schiff erstr. 196   47059 Duisburg   Germany
Tel: +49 (0)203 29861-116/117   
Fax: +49 (0)203 29861-199
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Research Agenda
Full text online

The Centre‘s research agenda is available on the 
Centre‘s website (gcr21.org > research ) for down-
load (pdf). The conceptual basics of the agenda 
are visualised.

A Multi-disciplinary Mosaic: Refl ections 
on Global Cooperation and Migration
Markus Böckenförde, Nadja Krupke, and 
Philipp Michaelis (eds.)
Global Dialogues 13, Duisburg 2016

Political Storytelling: From Fact to 
Fiction
Frank Gadinger, Martina Kopf, Aysem 
Mert, and Christopher Smith (eds.)
Global Dialogues 12, Duisburg 2016

Engaging Crimea and Beyond: 
Perspectives on Confl ict, Cooperation 
and Civil Society Development
David Carment and Milana Nikolko (eds.)
Global Dialogues 11, Duisburg 2016

From Inaction to Restrictions: Changes 
in Lebanon’s Policy
Responses to Syrian Mass Refugee 
Movement
by Zeynep Sahin Mencutek
Duisburg 2017

Involvement and Impact of External 
Actors on Constitution Making in South 
Sudan and Somaliland: A Comparative 
Study
by Katrin Seidel
Duisburg 2017

Cooperation and Closure in Bilateral 
Trade Negotiations
by Larry Crump
Duisburg 2017

The Politics of Aid and Poverty 
Reduction in Africa: A Conceptual 
Proposal and the Case of Mali
by Isaline Bergamaschi
Duisburg 2016
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Centre publications are ready for down-
load from www.gcr21.org/publications.
You may subscribe to our publication alert 
(/publications/order-form).

20% Discount Available with discount code DC361*

Routledge Global Cooperation Series 
Series Editors: 
Tobias Debiel, Claus Leggewie and Dirk Messner 

www.routledge.com/books/series/RGC/

Humanitarianism and 
Challenges of  Cooperation
Edited by Volker M. Heins, Kai 
Koddenbrock and Christine 
Unrau
230 pp | Hb: 9781138963375 | 
£85.00  £68.00 

Peacebuilding in Crisis. Rethin-
king Paradigms  and Practices 
of Transnational Cooperation
Edited by Tobias Debiel, Thomas 
Held and Ulrich Schneckener
264 pp | Hb: 9781138858596 | 
£85.00  £68.00 

* 20% discount o� er is only available on titles ordered directly 
from www.routledge.com and cannot be combined with any 
other o� er or discounts.

The Routledge Global 
Cooperation series develops 
innovative approaches to un-
derstanding, explaining and 
answering one of the most 
pressing questions of our 
time – how can cooperation 
in a culturally diverse world of 
nine billion people succeed?

This interdisciplinary series 
welcomes proposals from a 
wide range of disciplines such 
as international relations 
and global governance, en-
vironment and sustainability, 
development studies, inter-
national law, history, political 
theory or economy which de-
velop theoretical, analytical, 
and normative approaches 
concerning pressing glo-
bal cooperation questions. 

Democratization and Memories 
of Violence. Ethnic minority 
rights movements in Mexico, 
Turkey, and El Salvador
By Mneesha Gellman
226 pp | Hb: 9781138952683 | 
£85.00  £68.00

Gifts of Cooperation, Mauss 
and Pragmatism
By Frank Adlo� 
182 pp | Hb: 9781138911123| 
£85.00  £68.00

18

Knowledge Production, 
Area Studies and Global 
Cooperation.
By Claudia Derichs
224 pp | Hb: 9781138188747
eBook: 9781315642123
£105.00  £73.00


