
Building Bridges

While last year saw people and politics around the world 
calling for walls to go up, the Käte Hamburger Kolleg/
Centre for Global Cooperation Research is working on 
building bridges to find answers to the challenges of a 
globalized, multicultural world. Since its inauguration in 
2012, the Centre has been forging links between academic 
disciplines, between scholars from every continent and 
between institutions with the aim of understanding the 
limits and possibilities of transboundary cooperation.

Doing cooperation research from the micro to the macro 
level, the Centre is currently looking to the future(s) – 
focusing not only on how to address global challenges, but 
also on its own institutional development. With the first 
phase of funding ending in January 2018, the Centre will 
hold its ‘bridging conference’, entitled Futures of Global 
Cooperation, in November to prepare for a second period 
of funding (2018–2024) granted by the German Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) as part of its 
initiative for the Käte Hamburger International Centres in 
the Humanities. 

As the tenth Käte Hamburger Kolleg supported within 
this framework, the Centre was initiated through the joint 
effort of three research institutes and their directors. The 
German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für 
Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), the Institute for Development 
and Peace (INEF) and the Institute for Advanced Study in 
the Humanities (KWI) submitted the project proposal back 
in 2011. We take this opportunity to thank Claus Leggewie, 
who was a driving force behind this project. As Director at 
the KWI and Co-Director of the Centre until August 2017, 
Professor Leggewie was given emeritus status and now 
holds the Ludwig Börne Chair at the University of Giessen. 
At the same time, we welcome Sigrid Quack as new 
Managing Director, who will foster this project during the 
next six-year programme. 

We hope you enjoy reading our Newsletter.

Markus Böckenförde
Executive Director, Centre for Global Cooperation Research
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Käte Hamburger Lecture 
Professor Meir Hatina on 
Sufism as an alternative 
vision for peace

Call for Applications
Research Fellowships 2018/2019

The Centre for Global Cooperation Research in-
vites applications for Research Fellowships for 
the period March 2018 to February 2019. Pro-
posals regarding 1) pathways and mechanisms 
of global cooperation and 2) global cooperati-
on under conditions of polycentric governan-
ce are especially welcome. The fully funded 
fellowships for up to 12 months are available 
to both senior and postdoctoral researchers 
across the humanities and social sciences.  
Deadline for applications is 19 November 2017. 

Online at: https://www.gcr21.org/en/fellows/
how-to-become-a-fellow/fellowships/

Humanitarian Crises — A Challenge for Global 
Cooperation 
New Social Media Series

Humanitarian crises are a challenge to global 
cooperation as the humanitarian imperative – 
to save people in need – requires cooperation 
and coordination among a diverse range 
of actors. This web series will focus on the 
interplay between humanitarian crises and 
migration flows and on the role of global 
cooperation, with reference to four thematic 
issues: refugees, statelessness, climate change 
and the human right to housing. The expertise 
of the Centre’s Fellows will be crucial resources 
for this public dialogue. You can follow the 
insights and interviews with our Fellows at 
www.facebook.com/gcr21/.

Scenario Workshop Series 
on Migration  
Discussing scenarios of a 
prospective migration po-
licy between West Africa 
and the EU 

New Managing Director  
Professor Sigrid Quack

The Centre’s Founding 
Directors (from left):  
Professor Tobias Debiel, 
Professor Dirk Messner, and 
Professor Claus Leggewie

GCR21 Conference 2017 
at Museum DKM Duisburg 
Concluding six years of 
cooperation research and 
bridging the findings with 
the second six-year pro-
gramme starting 2018

News and Events

Climate Change, Conflicts & Migration
Scenario Workshop in Dakar, Senegal

Migration from West Africa to Europe has        
become a major issue on the political agenda 
in both regions. A number of agreements bet-
ween the European Union and various African 
countries on ways of dealing with the problems 
of migration and development have been con-
cluded in recent months. What is still needed, 
however, is a long-term strategy that would en-
able both sides to work together on addressing 
the underlying structural issues and obstacles 
hampering a viable migration policy. 

The Centre for Global Cooperation Research 
and the Friedrich Ebert Foundation plan to 
address this issue by undertaking a scenario 
process on the relations between West Africa 
and the European Union. A team of experts of 
various ages from various educational, professi-
onal, political and gender backgrounds will de-
velop scenarios in a hierarchy-free communica-
tion process with participants from Europe and 
Africa. After a third meeting, the results will be 
presented at a public event in Brussels (Novem-
ber 2017).

Global Cooperation Re:search 2016
Annual Report 5

2016 demonstrated in spectacular fashion that 
regional and international cooperation is not 
onedirectional, even among democratic states. 
The majority vote for Brexit in the UK, the dis-
cord in the European Union over the attempt to 
find a joint solution to the challenges posed by 
the refugee crisis, and a US election campaign 
in which the victor was able to garner votes by 
promising to pull out of or renegotiate interna-
tional environmental and trade agreements ba-
sed on ‘America First’ are telling examples. They 
are a wakeup call, reinforcing the message that 
global cooperation is not a steady state which 
can always be relied on and expanded if neces-
sary, but a process which requires ongoing and 
active efforts if it is to be sustained. 

The fifth annual report covers the Centre’s ac-
tivities in 2016, including the examination of 
the role of fiction and narratives, the work on 
the failure to establish adequate refugee pro-
tection through global cooperation, and the in-
depth analyses of the dynamics of negotiations 
in international forums. These are just three ex-
amples mentioned here to whet your curiosity. 

Free download:  
gcr21.org/en/publications/annual-reports/

Sufism in International Relations
Workshop & 26th Käte Hamburger Lecture

Initiated by the Centre’s Fellow Deepshikha  
Shahi, the Centre hosted a workshop to explo-
re the potential of Sufism as a foundation for a 
global, non-Eurocentric International Relations 
theory. Within this framework, Meir Hatina, Pro-
fessor of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, held a Käte 
Hamburger Lecture on the work of Sudanese 
Sufi theologian Mahmud Muhammad Taha and 
the role of religion. According to Hatina, Taha’s 
view on religion offers potential for an alterna-
tive vision of peace in International Relations. 
Referring to the Meccan period (612–622), Taha 
proposed an ethical liberal Islam based on Sufi 
values such as humanism, freedom, justice and 
equality. Taha sought to deconstruct and depo-
liticize Islam, in order to consolidate an inclusive 
religion and promote a cosmopolitan vision of 
brotherhood among people.



Theory and Methods of Institutional Complexity in Global Governance 
International Workshop, 30 November–1 December 2017

How can we navigate an increasingly complex political environment to 
address urgent transboundary problems? Too little is known about the main 
drivers behind this increasing complexity, its differences across policy fields, 
and its consequences for crucial governance aspects such as legitimacy. 
Organized together with VU Amsterdam’s Institute for Environmental 
Studies, the Earth System Governance Project and Lund University’s Political 
Science Department, this workshop aims to identify suitable theories and 
methods, as well as conflicts and synergies between them, in order to move 
the research on institutional complexity in global governance forward.

SPECIAL  
Second Phase of  
Funding Granted by the 
BMBF
New Directors

The Centre for Global Cooperation Research has 

been positively evaluated by an international 

peer review committee and can continue its 

research for another six years, supported by 

the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 

(BMBF). Founded in 2012 as the youngest 

of ten International Research Centres in the 

Humanities (Käte Hamburger Kolleg), the Centre 

is part of the BMBF’s ‘Freedom for Research 

in the Humanities’ initiative, which supports 

cutting-edge humanities research in Germany 

and promotes networking between German and 

international scholars. The concept of creating a 

‘Denkfreiraum’ (a free thinking space) for global 

cooperation researchers from all over the world 

has proved its worth for this still young research 

field and for the University of Duisburg-Essen. 

The research contributions made by the Fellows 

– more than 100 of them from all world regions in 

six years – have greatly enhanced understanding 

of the factors and mechanisms that promote or 

hinder global cooperation.

In order to build on these findings and to address 

public policy solutions to global challenges in an 

ever-changing political framework, in its second 

funding period (2018–2024) the Centre will fo-

cus on four broad thematic areas: pathways and 

mechanisms of global cooperation; global co-

operation in contexts of polycentric governance; 

critique, justification and legitimacy around glo-

bal cooperation; and global cooperation amidst 

and through diverse world-order conceptions.

As the new Managing Director, Sigrid Quack, 

Professor of Sociology at the University of 

Duisburg-Essen, will lead the Centre together 

with the Co-Directors Tobias Debiel, Director 

of the Institute for Development and Peace 

(INEF), Dirk Messner, Director of the German 

Development Institute (DIE) in Bonn, and Jan 

Aart Scholte, Professor at the University of 

Gothenburg and the UDE. Founding Director 

Claus Leggewie, who was given emeritus status 

in the summer of 2017, will continue to advise 

the Centre as a Senior Research Fellow.

Futures of Global Cooperation 
International Conference, 8–10 November 2017

This conference will bring together leading scholars from diverse academic 
fields and world regions to assess the current state of knowledge on global 
cooperation. With the continuing support of the Federal Ministry of Education 
and Research, it will also look ahead and bridge the findings with the thematic 
foci of the Centre’s second six-year programme. 

New Fellows and their Research Projects  

Prof. Dr Pablo Holmes

Global Changes and 
Transnational Polities: 
Does Fragmented 
Post-Democratic Cons-
titutionalization Foster 
Global Social Exclusion? 

Prof. Dr Gerald Chan

Silk Roads and Bullet 
Trains: Assessing China’s 
New Diplomacy

Prof. Dr Anja Jetschke

Trans-Border Cooperation 
in East Asia at the Regio-
nal/Global Interface

Dr Charmaine  
Misalucha-Willoughby

How to Change the Game 
of Security Cooperation: 
The Case of the ASEAN- 
China Strategic Partnership 
Theory

Upcoming

Dr Peter Finkenbusch

Governance in an Age of 
Unknowability: Facilitating 
Urban Resilience in the 
Americas

Prof. Dr Gunther Hell-
mann

Grasping Horizons of Pos-
sibility: Narratives about 
International Futures

Challenges of Global Political Demography 
Workshop & Käte Hamburger Lecture, 22–24 November 2017

Embedded in a workshop on the politics and policies of population change 
and cooperation, Dr Richard Cincotta will hold the 27th Käte Hamburger 
Lecture, which is entitled ‘Age Structures and State Behaviour: A Political 
Demographer’s Guide to the Future in National and International Politics’. 
The event will take place on 22 November, 18:30–20:00 hrs, at the University 
Campus Duisburg, Room LS 105. To attend the lecture, please register by 
email: events@gcr21.uni-due.de.



Global Cooperation  
Research Papers

ISSN 2198-1949 (Print)
ISSN 2198-0411 (Online)

doi: 10.14282/2198-0411-GCRP-[issue]

Global Dialogues 

ISSN 2198-1957 (Print)
ISSN 2198-0403 (Online)

doi: 10.14282/2198-0403- GD-[issue]
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Global Dialogues 14

Future Scenarios of  
Global Cooperation – 
Practices and Challenges
Nora Dahlhaus and Daniela Weißkopf (eds.)

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Schifferstr. 196   47059 Duisburg   Germany
Tel: +49 (0)203 29861-116/117   
Fax: +49 (0)203 29861-199
E-Mail: publications@gcr21.uni-due.de G
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Research Agenda
Full text online

The Centre‘s research agenda is available on the 
Centre‘s website (www.gcr21.org > research) for 
download (pdf). The conceptual basics of the  
agenda are visualised.

Future Scenarios of Global  
Cooperation—Practices and Challenges
Nora Dahlhaus and Daniela Weißkopf 
(eds.)
Global Dialogues 14, Duisburg 2017

A Multi-disciplinary Mosaic: Reflections 
on Global Cooperation and Migration
Markus Böckenförde, Nadja Krupke, and 
Philipp Michaelis (eds.)
Global Dialogues 13, Duisburg 2016

Political Storytelling: From Fact to 
Fiction
Frank Gadinger, Martina Kopf, Aysem 
Mert, and Christopher Smith (eds.)
Global Dialogues 12, Duisburg 2016

The Resilience Turn in German  
Development Strategy and  
Humanitarian Intervention
by Jonathan Joseph
Duisburg 2017

From Inaction to Restrictions: Changes 
in Lebanon’s Policy
Responses to Syrian Mass Refugee 
Movement
by Zeynep Sahin Mencutek
Duisburg 2017

Involvement and Impact of External 
Actors on Constitution Making in South 
Sudan and Somaliland: A Comparative 
Study
by Katrin Seidel
Duisburg 2017

Cooperation and Closure in Bilateral 
Trade Negotiations
by Larry Crump
Duisburg 2017
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Centre publications are ready for download 
from www.gcr21.org/publications.
You may subscribe to our publication alert  
www.gcr21.org/publications/order-form.

20% Discount Available with discount code GCR20*

Routledge Global Cooperation Series 
Series Editors:  
Tobias Debiel, Claus Leggewie and Dirk Messner 

www.routledge.com/books/series/RGC/

* 20% discount offer is only available on titles ordered directly  
from www.routledge.com and cannot be combined with any  
other offer or discounts.

The Routledge Global  
Cooperation series develops 
innovative approaches to un-
derstanding, explaining and 
answering one of the most 
pressing questions of our 
time – how can cooperation 
in a culturally diverse world of 
nine billion people succeed?

This interdisciplinary series 
welcomes proposals from a 
wide range of disciplines such 
as international relations 
and global governance, en-
vironment and sustainability, 
development studies, inter-
national law, history, political 
theory or economy which de-
velop theoretical, analytical, 
and normative approaches 
concerning pressing glo-
bal cooperation questions. 

Integrating Sustainable 
Development in International 
Investment Law
By Manjiao Chi
210 pp | Hb: 9781138187887  
eBook: 9781315642840
£105.00  £84.00

World Politics in Translation: 
Power, Relationality and 
Difference in Global 
Cooperation
Edited by Tobias Berger and 
Alejandro Esguerra 
236 pp | Hb: 9781138630574  
eBook: 9781315209333
£115.00  £92.00
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American Hegemony and the 
Rise of Emerging Powers:
Cooperation or Conflict
Edited by Salvador Santino F. 
Regilme and James Parisot 
228 pp | Hb: 9781138693814
£115.00  £92.00

Moral Agency and the Politics 
of Responsibility
Edited by Cornelia Ulbert, 
Peter Finkenbusch, Elena 
Sondermann, Tobias Debiel 
210 pp | Hb: 9781138707436 
£115.00  £92.00


